File No. 9110305 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
EMT PATRICK RICHIUSA 


Interview Date: December 13, 2001 


Transcribed by Nancy Francis 


P. RICHIUSA 


LIEUTENANT McCOURT: The date is December 13, 
2001. The time is 0742 hours. My name is Tom McCourt 
from the New York City Fire Department. We are 
currently at EMS Command, Battalion 45. I'm currently 
interviewing -- 

EMT RICHIUSA: Patrick Richiusa. 

LIEUTENANT McCOURT: -- that's EMT Patrick 
Richiusa from Battalion 45. 

Q. EMT Richiusa, can you please tell me the 
events that transpired on September 11th, 2001, from 
your perspective, please? 

A. Okay. We left the station to go to our 89, 
and about 8:45 in the morning we noticed smoke coming 
from one of the towers, my partner and I, Laura 
Siebuhr. So we moved our position to a better location 
to see if maybe it was just a smokestack of a building 
in front that was just from the angle. It turns out 
that it was the tower that was on fire. So I asked the 
dispatcher over the air and -- 

Q. Where were you sitting at this point? 

A. Metropolitan and Forest Avenue. We moved to 
a better position and from there you could see the 
actual tower was on fire. So I asked the dispatcher 


over the air, and there was silence for about a minute, 
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and then the tones went off and they said a plane had 
crashed into the World Trade Center. So they started 
sending units from all over the place and I was 
assigned. I went over the 59th Street bridge. I 
forget exactly what route I took. I picked up two 
priests on the way once I had crossed the bridge into 
Manhattan because they asked if we were going and I 
figured they were going to be needed if a plane crashed 
into the Trade Center. 

So I came across Vesey to West. That's where 
staging was. I arrived there. I let the two priests 
out. I never saw them again. I found the first 
Lieutenant from EMS that I saw and he told me to go 
over to triage, which was right by 3 Financial. 

Q. Do you remember what Lieutenant that was? Do 
you have any idea? 

A. I have no idea. There was a group. It was a 
couple Lieutenants and I believe one Captain. I don't 
recall any one of their faces. 

Q. Okay. 

A. From there I went over to triage. There was 
about 15 people all laying around on the floor there, 
nurses, doctors, private ambulances, Fire Department 


ambulances, volunteer ambulances from Hatzolah. I 
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believe Forest Hills was also there. 

Q. What was the status of the towers then? 

A. They were still standing. This was about 
five minutes before the second plane hit and nobody had 
known it was a terrorist attack. So it was just -- we 
positioned the furthest point from Trade Center 2, 
which was the one first to get hit. So we went over 
and then the private ambulances started to try to take 
patients away, but I had no names and nothing else. So 
I went over to a Lieutenant and a Captain and I asked 
them and he put me in charge. So I went back and -- he 
told me nobody leaves until you say so, and I said 
okay, until you get names and all the other 
information. 

So I went back, stopped the ambulances. 
There was a city bus. Everybody was walking wounded. 
So I figured we could just take all 15 people in one 
shot in the city bus, and I was going back to ask the 
Lieutenant when the second plane hit. It was a loud 
thunder noise and you looked up and all the buildings 
on the opposite side of the tower's windows were 
shaking. So somebody started yelling run, so my 
partner and I both ran with all the people. The 


patients all got up and ran. We all ran towards the 
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Hudson, down West towards -- I mean Vesey. Sorry. I 
got that all backwards. Towards Vesey, towards the 
Hudson. When we arrived at, I guess, North End Avenue, 
that's when all that debris fell and it all -- 
basically, there was nowhere else to run, so you got 
enveloped by the cloud of smoke and debris. After that 
settled, there was a little chaos. Nobody was quite 
sure what happened. 

Q. That was the debris from the -- 

A The plane actually crashing. 

Q. The plane? 

A Yes. This was the actual when it blew out 
the 80 something floors. 

Q. Okay. 

A. That was the plane, the umbrella, you know, 
it looked like to me. 

Q. So the debris went that far, up to the river? 

A. It covered right up to the Hudson. I 
actually considered swimming the Hudson River because 
there was nowhere else left to run. 

Then the debris settled and there was a 

little chaos and nobody was really quite sure what 
happened because all the vehicles were parked down the 


block and a lot of equipment was down the block. Some 
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of the vehicles had been positioned on North End, I 
guess, from other areas, or maybe they were told 
afterwards, after the second plane hit, where to go. 
There was a large crowd of people. I don't know where 
they all came from. I guess it was just from all over 
that general area. People were sharing cell phones to 
see if they could call. There were no signals, nothing 
else like that. Afterwards I saw Chief Kowalczyk and 
Chief Gombo. 

Oh, prior to that I saw Bobby Abril, Carlos 
Lillo's partner, and my partner was a little nervous of 
the situation, she's new on the job, and I asked Bobby 
to stay with my partner, and he said, well, Carlos is 
down the block. I said, all right, I'll go get Carlos, 
you stay here, and I told Chief Kowalczyk and Chief 
Gombo that I was going to go down there and get Carlos 
and bring everybody else back up. He said, all right, 
tell them to bring all the equipment with them. 

So on the way down the block, by 3 Financial, 
there was still some guys standing there. So I told 
them bring all the equipment back up the block because 
we're going to put staging up there now at -- I don't 
even know what building that was there. 


Q. At Vesey and North End? 
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A. At Vesey and North End, yes. I think that 
was a hotel or something, in the lobby of there. So 
you had people coming up the block as I was going down 
the block, firemen, but you couldn't really recognize 
anybody because everybody was covered with the white 
powder, you know, you couldn't really see faces or 
anything else like that. There was nothing 
distinguishable about anybody. That's when I basically 
made the turn around West and I was coming across and 
it was by the pedestrian bridge when -- actually, no. 
The first tower fell and the second tower fell and we 
had no idea that the second tower fell. We were over 
here for a little while, then everybody got a little 


bit of their bearings back. 


Q. So that debris was actually from the tower 
falling? 
A. No, no. The first one was the plane 


crashing. My time frames are all messed up because 
things went and there was no time perception. I didn't 
realize how long I was there until I looked at my watch 
when it was time to go home. So I'm not sure exactly 
when 2 Trade Center fell because basically we were 
protected by the corner, the edge, because we were up 


over on North End and Vesey. So we wouldn't even have 
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known the second Trade Center had fallen because the 
debris would have been blocked by Trade Center 1 and 6 
Trade Center. So I never even knew the Trade Center 
had fallen. 

When I came around the block, and this was -- 
I don't remember what time it was. It was just minutes 
before 1 World Trade Center fell. I made the turn and 
two guys were walking towards me and I looked up and 
that's when I saw 1 Trade Center coming down. There 
was no way to outrun World Trade Center 1 from 
falling. So me and the two guys laid on the ground. I 
laid on top of them. 


Q. Who were they? 


A. I have no idea. 
Q. Were they civilians? 
A. Yes, Civilians. One guy was a black guy in 


kind of a jump suit and one guy was a business guy 
dressed in something else. We got buried under all the 
debris from 1 World Trade Center and what was left of 6 
Trade Center when they both came down because they 
toppled into each other. I don't know how long we were 
under there. Everything went black and I felt stuff 
hitting me all over the place and they were screaming, 


I was screaming, everybody was yelling. Basically, it 
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was so loud that you couldn't hear anything else except 
what was right in front of your face, and everything 
went so black that it went from as if you shut all the 
lights off and closed your eyes, it was that dark. It 
was hard to breathe. That stuff, all that powder was 
getting in our faces, your eyes burning and everything 
else. 

I would say maybe a half an hour we were 
under that rubble before we dug ourselves out, before 
we thought it was okay. But when we opened our eyes, I 
thought, jeez, now we're in a cave. How the hell am I 
going to get out of here? But it was mostly debris and 
the powder. When we stood up after digging for about a 
half an hour, we basically just popped out of the 
powder, and five feet from where we were, an R&P, a cop 
car, was destroyed by an I-beam. So we got lucky with 
that. 

I walked them -- we still couldn't really 
see. I had a flashlight and we just started walking to 
the side, and we walked into 3 Financial building and 
we traced that to the corner by touch because you still 
couldn't see anything, made the turn onto Vesey, and 
then all the way in the distance you could see a dim, 


blinking red light. I asked them if they could see the 


10 
P. RICHIUSA 


dim, blinking red light, and they said yes. So I said 
head that way because from behind us I heard a whole 
bunch of people screaming. 

So I went back and I met one lone fireman. I 
have no idea what his name was. I don't even Know -- I 
couldn't even tell you what he looked like. But he 
came over to me, he gave me a Scott pack and a turnout 
coat to wear right then and there because we didn't 
know what else was going on, what else was going to 
hit. So I think that was out of -- I don't even know 
what truck that was. But I wound up giving that back 
later to one of the Battalion Chiefs. 

Then we went and started looking, and he was 
looking for some guy, I think his name was Paul or 
Frank he said help me find. So we started looking and 
the ground was caved in right by 6 World Trade Center 
and in the distance you could see ladder trucks turned 
into the building and it was -- then it was dead 
silent. There was no noise after 1 Trade Center fell. 
It was like something out of a movie. It was really 
loud and then it was -- maybe it was just my hearing 
from the blast. I wasn't hearing the minor things. In 
the parking lot across the street, cars were 


exploding. 
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Then me and him went and looked and there 
were holes and stuff, and I said, well, where was he 
last? He goes I'm not exactly sure. There was nothing 
to landmark with at all at this point. So we just 
started looking through the rubble. We formed kind of 
like a Y or a V type of formation, always staying 
within visual of each other, to make sure neither one 
of us disappeared. I found a fireman -- I don't know. 
It was by a car, one of the Suburbans. I asked him are 
you okay? He said yeah, I'm fine, just like that. So 
he goes but two of my guys were on the other side of 
the truck. So I said okay. So I went around the other 
side of the truck and the other side of the truck was 
smashed by I-beams, and I looked under with a 
flashlight and I couldn't see anything. 

Then one guy we heard from all the way up. I 
figure it was in, I would say, what is that, the 
Customs Building? 6 Trade Center. All right. We 
heard somebody yelling. So me and the other guy, I was 
up first because then I called him over because I 
didn't know how many people were up there and I was 
going into a building. So he came up behind me and we 
found one fireman up there, and I said are you okay? 


He said my back. I said, listen, you're a big guy. Me 
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and him aren't going to be able to carry you out of 
this, and he says, no, no, I can walk, I can walk. 

So we started walking out of what I thought 
at that time was the third floor of 6 Financial. It 
turns out six floors were standing of it because of the 
way debris angled up. So he was holding on to us. As 
we were coming down, we fell, I don't know, 10 to 15 
feet, and that's when I hurt my knee. I didn't really 
notice it then because it was just all utter chaos. 
There was like no time. I hadn't noticed that I had 
cut my arm and back either. 

Then we carried him down -- well, we climbed 
out and then we all went down and that's when other 
firemen started coming. So I said all right. So now 
everything else is here. So I started heading back up 
the block. I saw a couple guys with EMS over by 3 
Financial still. I said, listen, there's nothing over 
there for you guys. I said start heading back the 
other way and get all the equipment. I didn't know 
that everybody had left already. 

So I went into a building that was on Vesey 
between North End and West, and my portable wasn't 
working. I had asked -- I said I'm also going to need, 


you know, I need to know where everybody is, and they 
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were like, well, where are you? I said I don't really 
know because I couldn't landmark anything. I shut the 
portable off because I wanted to reserve the battery 
because I didn't know how long this was going to be, 
and there was people screaming and yelling all over the 
radio from where they were and nobody knew where 
anything was. So it was kind of chaotic. 

So I went into a store. I tried dialing zero 
on the phone. The operator, there was no answer. I 
guess the phone lines were down. I tried dialing 911. 
There was no answer on that either. So then I just 
started walking up North End and a Hatzolah ambulance I 
saw. I waved at them. They just waved at me and drove 
away. I don't know how far I walked. It was all the 
way up towards Stuyvesant, right in front of Stuyvesant 
High School. I don't know how far up that is. 

That's when my partner was in a Cabrini 
ambulance with a bunch of other guys in plainclothes 
and they found me and they brought me over to Chelsea 
Piers. I still hadn't noticed -- because that's where 
staging had been brought to. Everything was pretty 
chaotic there, also, still at that point, doctors that 
were setting up forward triages and treatment areas and 


there was people everywhere, people that weren't even 
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involved in the Trade Centers that were just from 
Manhattan that were evacuated to that area. I ran into 
a couple of guys from my stations. I ran back into 
Bobby Abril and he asked me, did you see Carlos? So I 
said no, I never even got a chance to get that far. 

From there we just hung out with each other. 
The union was there. They were doing -- the news was 
there. Everybody was asking is everybody okay and 
this, that and the other thing, is there anybody that 
they know of missing? That's when my partner 
noticed -- we went to go get something to drink because 
I had all that powder in my mouth and my eyes and 
everything else. I wanted to get washed off. 

So she said, you know, your shirt's ripped 
and your pants are ripped. I said yeah, it's probably 
just nothing. So she goes let me see, and we pulled 
off my shirt and that's when I saw the laceration on 
the arm and the laceration on the back, which was, I 
don't Know, six inches. She goes, oh, you're going to 
need that sewn up. I said, listen, I don't even notice 
that's there, so that's the least of my worries. She 
looked at my leg and it was just a minor abrasion to my 
leg. There was nothing really yet there. 


So from there we went to get something to 
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drink, came back, and that's when -- I don't know. 
Time was pretty -- like I said, I don't even know what 


time that was. That could have been 2:00, 3:00 o'clock 
in the afternoon. So then I went to -- who was it? I 
think it was Captain Sickles sent me to triage, and 
that's when I got sewn up on my arm. Then I went to 
the hospital that night and I left at 5:30, which I was 
pretty exhausted. JI had an accident on the way home, 
too, with the ambulance. 

Q. Really? 

A. Yes. Somebody turned into me. Actually, the 
actor, Bill Nun, changed the tire for me. He was a 
nice guy. He came over there and said, oh, you guys 
had a hard enough day. We asked if they needed us back 
just before that and they said no, and that's when 7 
Trade Center fell. But by that time they said you guys 
are done because we were there for nine hours, ten 
hours at that point. We were pretty exhausted. 

Then we went to Parkway Hospital and they 
made the phone calls to confirm that we were alive 
besides that, and that was pretty much my day that 
day. Then I was out for the two days because I 
couldn't work with the open wounds, with the stitches, 


and then I went into my vacation, which was two days 
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before my month's vacation. So I spent my whole 
vacation -- and that night, the next night, after I 
went to BHS, my knee swelled up. 

So I went back to the doctor and he said, 
well, you probably just sprained it really good. The 
pain didn't go away for like a week or two. So I went 
to get an MRI and that's when they found the tears in 
the medial and lateral meniscus. So my vacation was 
spent hobbling around. 

Q. Anything else you left out or you can think 
of now that you want to add? 

A. No, nothing that I can remember. 

Q. Okay. 

A. It's all pretty much a blank, that day. 

LIEUTENANT McCOURT: The time is 8:00 
o'clock. That concludes this interview. Thank you. 


EMT RICHIUSA: Thank you. 


